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on me was that my despatches had followed very closely in
part the phraseology of the reports to the State Department
and the War Department. These reports had been prepared
by observers long resident in Poland, and in a position to
know whereof they spoke.
The State Department, on the strength of its reports from
the Warsaw legation, ordered diplomatic and consular agents
abroad to withhold visas on all American passports for Poland.
The minister's denial that the French embassy had been
shot up caused me to communicate with M. La Roche, the
French ambassador, who sent me a series of photographs
showing the damage to the structure. A tragic sequence in
the family of Ambassador La Roche was that one of his
charming daughters, w*ho had been ill, contracted pneumonia
from the damp cellars of the embassy during the fighting,
and died. The ambassador and the members of his family and
household were forced to abandon the upper floors of the
embassy building for about twenty-four hours. Almost every
window was shot out by rifle and machine-gun bullets.
I am convinced that two main factors entered into the de-
cisions of the Pilsudski forces holding "Warsaw, and the con-
servative forces under General Haller and others basing on
Posen, to bring Poland's internecine struggle to an end. The
first was pressure brought by France, Poland's military ally.
The second was the circumvention of the censorship to bring
the tragic state of affairs in the new-born republic to the at-
tention of the United States and other interested nations.
Marshal Pilsudski's coup had brought about the nineteenth
change in Polish government up to that time, and the spec-
tacle of Poland menaced without and divided within was not
the best for Polish credit abroad. Moreover, Poland had been
bidding strongly for a permanent seat in the Council of the